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Meeting Overview

Main Objectives

• Review and approve meeting minutes 

• Staff update on program initiatives, 
timelines and legislative updates

• Workgroup updates: 
• Review draft of the patient and 

provider pages of the palliative care 
website

• Discuss the upcoming continuing 
education event

• Discuss the 2018 legislative report and 
topics

• Hear from our stakeholders 
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Palliative Care 
Interdisciplinary 
Advisory Council

Review and approval of meeting 
minutes from July 10
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Staff Update
Appointment Terms
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Two year appointments expire Dec., 31, 2017
Four year appointments expire Dec. 31, 2019



Staff Update 
Legislative Update 
85th Texas Legislature, Regular Session:

• Senate Bill 1731

• Removed Sunset date for the Palliative Care Interdisciplinary 
Advisory Council, among other changes governing certain state 
entities

• The current rule states the Council’s date of abolition is Sept. 1, 
2019   

• HHSC Rider 144 – Palliative Care Program

• Supports operation of the council and other program activities

• Allocates $142,183 and $135,309 for fiscal years 2018 and 2019 
(unexpended balances in 2018 carry over to 2019)

85th Texas Legislature, Special Session – The following bill 
was signed:

• SB 11

• Relating to general procedures and requirements for certain health 
care facility do-not-resuscitate orders

• HHSC has rule-making authority for the legislation

• Effective date: April 1, 2018 5



Staff Update  
Program Initiatives

Program/Agency Initiatives

1. Continuing education 

2. Patient and provider palliative care website 

3. Production of a palliative care educational 
video

4. 2018 legislative report

5. Data collection/analytics

6. HHS Healthcare Quality Plan

7. Other possibilities moving forward

a. Grant opportunities

b. Advance care planning

c. Palliative Care Quality Network
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Staff Update 
Program Initiatives 

Upcoming Milestones:

• October: Launch of provider website 
page

• October-November: Pre-production of 
palliative care video

• January – March 2018: Appointment 
of members

• January – December 2018: Data
collection on advance care planning

• Aug. 1, 2018: Legislative report 
approved and routed to legislature 
(legislative deadline is Oct. 1, 2018) 
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Palliative Care Information 
and Education Website

To visit the website go to: https://hhs.texas.gov/services/health/palliative-care
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https://hhs.texas.gov/services/health/palliative-care


Discussion Points:

• Patient and family page: 

• Advance directive language discussion

• Senate Bill 11

• Provider page:

• Review feedback 

• After approval, site will go live
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Palliative Care Information 
and Education Website

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Search/DocViewer.aspx?ID=851SB000115B&QueryText="sb+11"&DocType=B


Continuing Education

Continuing Education Event:

• Upcoming event today at 1:30 p.m. with 

presentations by Dr. James Castillo and 

Dr. Robert Fine

• Achieved goals: 

• Credit for multiple disciplines

• Include at least one ethics credit

• Live event available in person and 

through webinar

• Discussion on next steps and goals for 

continuing education
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JAN FEB MAR APR - MAY JUN JUL AUG

January to February :
Workgroup calls

(Develop recommendation 
proposals to present at March 

meeting)

March:
Full council 

meeting
(Finalize 

recommendations 
and take 

stakeholder 
comment)

March 26 –
Jun 26:

Writing the 
report

March 26 –
Jun 26:

Writing the 
report

April 16 –
April 20:
WG calls 
(Revising 

and editing)

May 9:
WG calls
(Assess 

progress on 
draft report)

June 1:
First draft complete

June : 
Full council 

meeting 
(Recommendations 
will be precise at 

this time)

June 11- Jul 1:
Staff works with the 
Chair to finalize the 

report

July 1 -
July 15:

Solicit 
Stakeholder 
comment 

letters

July 15:
Comment 

letters from 
Stakeholders 

due

Aug 1:
Final version 
of the report 

will be 
complete 

and routed 
through 

Health and 
Human 
Services 

Commission

Oct 1:
Final report 

due to 
legislature

OCT NOV

Nov:
Full council 

meeting 

PCIAC
Legislative Report

*The above dates are tentative.

2018 Legislative Report Timeline (Proposed)



Legislative Planning and
Progress Reporting

Major components for the 2018 report to the 

legislature:

1. Update data/analytics from the 2016 report

• Hospitals with palliative care programs

• Workforce with specialized credentials (physicians, 

advance practice registered nurses, certified hospice 

medical directors, and fellows) 

2. Report additional data on availability and quality for 

both supportive palliative care and hospice services

• Joint Commission certification for hospitals and Joint 

Commission or Community Health Accreditation 

Partner certifications for hospice

• Expanded workforce data

• Claims based utilization and quality indicators
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Legislative Planning and
Progress Reporting

Major components for the 2018 report to the 
legislature, cont.:

3. Update, affirm, and report progress on current 
legislative planning recommendations to help Texas 
improve our National Palliative Care Registry grade

4. Issue new recommendations to improve access to high 
quality palliative care services

• Communication/conversations

• Education pipeline/workforce

• Legislative response to meet new American Cancer 
Society guidelines

• Education and awareness on SB 11 changes for do-
not-resuscitate orders

• Linking payment to quality for palliative services

• Increasing access to supportive palliative care in 
non-hospital settings such as nursing homes
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Advisory Council

Staff Action Items
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Palliative Care Interdisciplinary 
Advisory Council

Public Comment

Onsite participants, please come to the 
podium and provide your name and 
organization for the record.

Comments may be submitted in writing to 
staff for inclusion in the meeting record.
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Palliative Care 
Interdisciplinary 
Advisory Council

Meeting Adjourned
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Thank you
For more information contact:

Jimmy Blanton, Director

Health Quality Institute 

Medicaid and CHIP Services

Jimmy.Blanton@hhsc.state.tx.us

Visit the PCIAC Advisory Council 
webpage to learn more: 

https://hhs.texas.gov/about-
hhs/leadership/advisory-
committees/palliative-care-
interdisciplinary-advisory-council

mailto:Jimmy.Blanton@hhsc.state.tx.us
https://hhs.texas.gov/about-hhs/leadership/advisory-committees/palliative-care-interdisciplinary-advisory-council

